" It appeared,'' says his biographer, "as if he had by some magic gained the confidence of every medical practitioner who had access to him; and this insured an extension of his fame over a very large portion of England. This influence did not arise from his published works, nor from his being a lecturer, nor indeed from any public situation which he held, although each of these circumstances had its share in producing the result; but it seemed to originate more from his innate love of bis profession, bis extreme zeal in all that concerned it, and his honest desire, as well as great power, to communicate his knowledge to another, without, at the same time, exposing the ignorance of his listener on the subject even to himself." (Vol. ii. pp. 162-3).
All this is strictly just, and in no respect more so than in reference to his power of enlightening other practitioners on points of which they were ignorant, without, in the smallest degree, wounding their self-love. This was one of the most amiable as well as useful traits in the professional character of Sir Astley Cooper.
At this time the gullibility of the public was severely taxed by a most amusing set of scamps, termed by those who understood their manoeuvres, Surgeons, write, unsolicited, to explain to their parents the circumstances under which they had been sent back, so as to mitigate their regret, and prove to them that a few weeks' more study would remove the obstacle which had prevented the admission of the young man as a member of the college.'' In 
